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BOYHOOD  PAINTING  OF  LINCOLN 


Cumi'ilid  Inj  HiiKiiEBT  Weils  Fay,  Cuxtodi 


One  of  Che  striking  oil  paintings  shown 
in  the  Royal  Academy  of  London  in  year 
190."-, lias  an  incident  in  the  life  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  for  its  theme.  The  youthful  Lin- 
coln is  shown  at  his  mother's  knee  in 
their  log  cal  in  home.  She  is  reading  from 
a  book  telling  how  men  become  great  in 
various  ways  and  he  soliloquizes,  "What 
they  did  1  too  may  do,"  which  is  the  title 
of  the  picture  by  Harry  Watson,  an  Eng- 
lish artist. 

A  three  column  reproduction  of  tha 
painting  was  printed  in  the  Chicago 
Tribune  of  May  16,  1005.  I  at  onto  wrote 
to  James  Keeley,  managing  editor,  ask- 
ing for  a  copy  of  the  photograph  from 
which  their  drawing  had  been  made  and 
received  the  following  reply: 

Chicago,  June  1,  100!; 
H.  W.   Fay,  DeKalb,  111. 

Dear  Sir:  In  response  to  your  request, 
I  enclose  herewith  the  drawing  from 
which  The  Tribune's  cut  of  Harry  Wat- 
son's painting  was  made. 

Yours  truly, 
J.  KEELEY. 
Managing  Editor. 

Enclosed  was  a  superb  wash  drawing 
about  10x12.  From  this  drawing  lantern 
slides  were  made  for  Jane  Addams,  Rev. 
Jenkins,  Lloyd  Jones,  the  Old  South 
Church,  Boston;  Ida  Vose  Woodbury,  the 
Lincoln  lecturer,  and  my  own  slide  col- 
lection, and  it  has  been  shown  from 
Maine  to  Van  Couver. 

Sends  His  Own  Photograph 
Nine  years  later  I  received  the  follow- 
ing letter 

Chicago  Herald. 

Oct.  12,  1011 
H.  W.  Fay,  The  DcKalk  Review, 
DeKalb,  Illinois. 
My  Dear  Sir:   In  i espouse  to  your   re- 
quest   of    October    7th,    I    am    enclosing 
herewith  my  photograph. 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.  KELLEY. 

Magazine  Uses  It. 

The  Ruler's   Magazine,    of    January, 


1906,  !•(  produced  a  cut  of  the  Harry  Wat- 
son painting  of  the  boyhood  Lincoln. 

.Mr.  Keeley  Dies 
About  tl.irty  years  afterwards,  June  7, 
1931,  the  Springfield  Register  publishhed 
a  seventeen  line  item  giving  notice  of  Mr. 
Keeley's  death,  and  on  June  8,  1934,  the 
Springfield  Daily  Journal  gave  the  fol- 
lowing dispatch: 

"Chicago,  June  7 — AP) — James  Keeley, 
noted  Chicago  editor  whose  scoops  afield 
and  coups  from  the  managerial  desk  of 
The  Chicago  Tribune  brought  him  world 
wide  lame,  died  today  of  a  cerebral  hem- 
orrhage after  months  of  failing  health. 
He  was  born  at  London,  England,  GO 
years  ago. 

"Since  1922  he  had  been  assistant  to 
the  present,  and  latterly  vice  president  of 
the  Pullman  company  in  charge  of  public 
relations.  For  a  time  he  was  advertising 
counselor  of  some  of  the  large  meat 
packers. 

"But  it  was  as  managing  editor  of  The 
Tiibune  at  the  turn  of  the  century  that 
Keeley  made  journalistic  history. 

"II.  a  tonished  fellow  editors  when  the 
Iroquois  theatre  burned  with  a  loss  of  575 
liv<  s  in  December,  1903,  by  publishing  on 
his  front  page  the  entire  death  list.  Tb 
the  inside  pages  he  relegated  the  story 
of  the  catastrophe,  believing  Chicago 
readers  were  primarily  interested  in  the 
names  of  the  dead. 

"He  began  his  newspaper  work  with 
reportorial  assignments  at  Kansas  City, 
Ivan.,  Memphis  and  Louisville.  Earlier 
he  had  been  a  newsboy  in  London.  He 
came  to  Chicago  in  the  late  eighties,  got 
a  job  as  police  reporter  on  The  Tribune 
and  hoisted  himself  through  the  editorial 
hierarchy  to  managing  editor  and  general 
manager. 

"In  1914  he  quit  The  Tribune  to  be  a 
publisher  himself,  buying  the  Record- 
Herald  and  Inter-Ocean  ami  combining 
them,  but  be  assumed  the  title  of  editor 
and  brought  W.  W.  Chanin  of  the  Seattle 
Post-Intelligenaer  and  the  San  Francisco 
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Call  to  be  publisher  of  the  Chicago  Her- 
ald. He  sold  tne  paper  to  William  Ran- 
dolph Hearst  in  1918  and  it  became  the 
Chicago  Heiald  and  Examiner  of  today." 
The  Chicago  Tribune  of  June  7,  1934, 
published  a  two  column  cut  of  Mr.  Keeley 
and  a  column  notice  of  the  death  of  this 
versatile  gentleman,  who  at  one  time 
served  the  paper  as  its  managing  editor. 

Alter  Fifty  Years 
The  Chicago  Daily  News  of  March  18, 
193o,  prints  a  three  column  cut  of  Mr. 
Keeley  on  the  occasion  of  his  residence 
for  fifty  years  in  Chicago.  A  hundred 
friends  gave  him  a  dinner  on  this  oc- 
casion. 

His  Family 

In  IS!)")  Mr.  Keeley  married  Gertrude 
E.  Small  who  died  in  1927.  Mr.  Keeley 
endowed  a  memorial  hospital  department 
in  her  honor. 

Mr.  Keeley  was  very  proud  of  his  three 
daughters.  Dorothy  married  Graham 
Aldis  and  articles  by  Dorothy  Aldis  often 
appear  in  the  public  print.  His  daughter 
Peggy  is  Mrs.  Cabot  Brown  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  Ruth  is  the  wife  of  Luther 
Hammond,  Jr.,  of  Lake  Forest.  There 
are  nine  grandchildren  and  their  pictures 
have  lonji1  adorned  the  Keeley  office  in 
the   Pullman  building. 

The    Funeral 

The  funeral  service  was  held  June  9, 
1934,  at  his  home  390  East  Wisconsin 
avenue,  Lake  Forest.  Rev.  Dudley  S. 
Stark,  rector  of  St.  Chrysostom  chinch 
officiating,  and  he  was  buried  at  Grace- 
land. 

Another   Tribute 

Under  a  cut  in  an  eastern  magazine, 
December,  1909,  is  printed  the  following: 

"James  Keeley — one  of  the  greatest 
news  editors  of  the  world.  Mr.  Keeley 
has  been  managing  editor  .of  The  Chi- 
cago Tribune  tor  eleven  years.  It  was  he 
who  first  began  to  collect  and  publish 
national  statistics  on  the  accidents  and 
denths  which  follow  Fourth  of  July  cele- 
brations If  the  movement  for  a  'Sane 
Fourth'  become  general,  as  seems  prob- 
able, we  can  thank  Keeley." 


J-:  nes   K    -\   ■      i  a<   'i--:>\\  to  fame 

in  many  activiti  i  arves  ad  litional 
credit  for  having  ui  ■  vercd  the  ninglish 
id(  a  of  the  bo;  lioml  \.  .  ar;  hi  e  oc  \hra- 
hai  i  Line  iln.    All  the'  <    eliire  ••  i-\'  H  '  I 

h.  n  sin  \\  ,  :  ....  ; ■■  ,■■  i ..  i i;  <  ■  ■  i  ;•;.)  to 
i  ■  mi.".  1 1'  are  pure  iy  ima  ina  ive.  J  hoy 
are  the  artisl  com  ions,  j  !  vaiuahi'j 
only   with   that   uneier standing. 


l.i.:co!n  Display 

As  a  proj  t  el  splay  L  r  hi  Loric  oc- 
casions tile  writer  has  prepared  about 
folly  panoramic  ail. urns,  a  fuol  high  and 
some  forty  l.e  t  lu;:  .  ll  -y  cover  such 
attractions  as  the  different  picture;  of 
Lincoln's  family,  documents,  lot!  ,  ar- 
tieh  .  In:  o\%  i,  !,  ilia,  e:  I  I  -m  lued, 
people  a.  si  .::>  ei  v'.':ili  li.m  : he  ai:ih ■>:  of 
looks  he  lean  and  a.:.-..',  rs  uu  ~i,hij  i  qiu 
lions  a.-ked  u'euot    Lincoln. 

The  exhibit  ha.,  usually  boon  .  liov,  n  on 
ten-foot  plaster  board  sheet;  Lion  e.vcd 
from  the  luiu.ni'  yard  and  spiead  ...  i 
church  pews,  between  tables,  sa,v  horse  , 
or  tiieal  re  :  eats.  The  pi'  ■  lu  "...  ai  e  d;  ■■ 
played  thro  •  uoi  p  and  die  ••  tu  ..  pa:  s 
along,  viewing  tile  . -.  ■  lions  oJ  mo.'-t  in- 
terest. Exhibits  have  been  made  i.i  about 
a  dozen  states,  at  ehurdits,  commenco- 
mencs,  schools,  libraries,  club  ,  etc.  They 
can  arrange  a  display  for  thn  ■•  days  1  >  a 
week  for  about  hair  what  a  Li  .  >in  -  i- 
tor  of  any  noce  xo\  Id  ;re  t  L'or  an  In  u 
talk.  Any  one  interestc  1  .  la  uUl  submit 
the  square  feet  of  spaoe  CL-.ll)  ft.)  Lhal 
they  can  give,  the  ti:n.'  ana  teims  '.'.'ill 
be  submitted.  Lincoln  is  gooel  any  clay 
of    the    year. 

Address  Heri  ert  Wells  hay,  (  ,..  I  .dian 
Lincoln's  Tomb,  Springiield,  iili 


Help  The  Can:  e 
Pass  this  copy  to  some  Linco'ii  collec- 
tor or  some'  out  of  town  library.  'J  be 
history  of  over  twenty  difi'i  rent  pictures 
from  the  Meserve  collection  has  been 
published  in  the  Week  by  Week  in  the 
past  few  months.  They  are  nee  led  L'or 
reference  by  eveij  Lincoln  collo  lor  in- 
ter! sted  in  pi:  tui  of  thr  . :  at  emanci- 
pator. Other  records  will  be  presented 
during  the  tioxi  few  month  ;'.  ilii  prh- 
iication  which  .  .   •  .  ,JS."J  li  year. 


'  > 


^ 


^ 


J^ 

1 


